Dermal traction on the Ilizarov frame.
We report a technique of skin traction, which harnesses the biological and mechanical properties of skin. We have used this technique in open fractures to close or reduce the size of the wound, thereby avoiding the use of split skin grafts or free flaps and their resultant additional morbidity. This report summarises our early experience with this technique in seven patients. We describe the technique and the results so far.